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Construction project on schedule
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Despite Hurricane Katrina’s interruption, construction continues on the new building at the Forrest County Center in Hattiesburg. The 12,000 square-foot building across the front of the campus on U.S. 49 South
will provide a new academic image to the school. New spaces include five classrooms, a learning center with 30-35 computers, new library space with two study rooms and administrative space, two new aca-
demic offices and new restrooms. The photograph above is from the back of the building. Completion of the project is expected to be sometime in late spring, 2006.

Fun time at Fall Fest 2005
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Fall Fest 2005 at the Forrest
County Center took place on
Monday, Oct. 31. Under the di-
rection of Dr. Joe Wesley
(above), everyone had a fun
time, starting with the pumpkin
carving contest (above right), to
the costume contest (left). But
the big winner, as usual, was the
Forrest County Salvation Army.
According to Dr. Wesley, some
150 program students donated
19,169 items this year, com-
pared to 5,814 items the year
before. Thirty-eight students in
the Respiratory Care
Practitioner program led the way
with 9,262 items donated, or an
average of 243 items per stu-
dent. Donated items go to needy
families in the Hattiesburg area,
as well as PRCC students af-
fected by Hurricane Katrina.

Allied Health job fair

Forrest General Hospital recently donated some baby dolls to the Respiratory Care Practitioner pro-
gram at the Forrest County Center. According to Lee King, Program Director, “These babies are used to
teach CPR for infants to our students. They can simulate choking, not breathing, or no heart beat. They
come with disposable bags that simulate lungs so that they can be used over and over without contami-
nation. They are very essential to our program.” Pictured with the dolls are Jennifer Christopher (left) of
Hattiesburg and LaToya Johnson (right), also of Hattiesburg.

Forrest County Center students took time out from their classes this fall to visit the annual Job Fair, held
in the multi-purpose room. Forrest General Hospital and Wesley Medical Center were among the dozen
or so vendors on hand to speak with students. Some of the others included Kohler, Baptist Hospital in
Jackson and HMP of Hattiesburg. Dr. Joe Wesley said the number of vendors was down this year, due
in part to a lack of participants from the Mississippi Gulf Coast due to Hurricane Katrina. Seventeen
businesses had originally committed to attending the event.



