
POPLARVILLE - Pearl River
Community College has received a
grant from the Lower Pearl  River
Valley Foundation for the
Mississippi Courage to Teach
Program for educators.

The $15,000 award will help
cover expenses for area teachers to
participate in this unique work-
shop/retreat program of personal
and professional renewal.

“We deeply appreciate this
grant. Our institution has been
able to do some great things with
this program,” said Dr. William
Lewis, President of PRCC.

The program is directed by Dr.
Susan Nodurft, a biology instruc-
tor at PRCC.  After receiving facil-
itator training from the National
Center for Courage and Renewal
in Bainbridge Island, Washington
in 2001, she developed this educa-
tional outreach program at PRCC.

Courage to Teach, a national
program, was developed by Dr.

Parker Palmer and Fetzer
Institute in the early 1990’s in re-
sponse to his highly acclaimed
book, Courage to Teach:

Exploring the Landscape of a
Teacher’s Life. The program is
based on the belief that good
teaching comes from the life of the
teacher, and not technique.
Therefore, the focus is on support-
ing the life of the teacher, the
source from which quality teach-
ing comes. 

At the weekend workshops and
retreat series in large-group, small-
group and solitary settings, the
“heart of the educator” is explored
using personal stories, reflections
on classroom practice, and in-
sights from poets, story-tellers,
and diverse wisdom traditions.
Through the support of a caring
community of colleagues, they
have an opportunity to reconnect
with     themselves, their students
and their vocation.  All programs

carry continuing education credit.
“It has been a privilege to be in-

volved in bringing the Courage to
Teach program to Mississippi,”
said Nodurft “This program has
made a dramatic difference in
many teachers’ lives. As one
teacher put it, ‘CTT has been one
of the greatest experiences in my
life. I never knew it would bring
out the youth and energy I had
when I first began teaching. It
rekindled that spark to try new
methods and awaken those I had
when I really felt successful as a
teacher.’” 

“On behalf of the educators who
have been benefited by this pro-
gram, I would like to express ap-
preciation to LPRV Foundation.
Without their support provided
since its beginning in 2001, it
would not be the vibrant source of
renewal that has revitalized educa-
tors and retained some of our best
teachers in the classroom.”

The Lower Pearl River Valley
Foundation seeks opportunities to
participate in creative, innovative,
and educational endeavors with
the potential to positively impact
the community.

LPRVF is a philanthropic entity
serving this region to improve the
physical, mental, emotional,
spiritual, and social health of the
people in this area
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Visitors to Pearl River Community College’s main campus in Poplarville (above) and Forrest County
Center (below) in Hattiesburg on U.S. 49 South are now greeted by new message boards that recently
became operational. The message boards will inform the public about upcoming events at the school. 

PRCC receives grant
for Courage to Teach

Campus
reminders
Student activities
■ Nov. 10 - Woman-Less
Beauty Pageant & Dinner in
Olivia bender Cafeteria

■ Nov. 14 - Movie Night at 7
p.m.

■ Nov. 28 - Movie Night at 7
p.m.

■ Month of November - Great
American Smoke Out Month

■ Dec. 6 - “River Idol”

For more information, call
403-1327

               


